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-   [Amy]   Hello   everyone,   and   welcome   to   our   presentation   today,   IEP   and   IFSP   101,  

everything   you   need   to   know   from   planning   to   implementation.   This   is   a   part   of   our  

back   to   basics   series,   and   our   presenter   today   will   be   Laura   Ritter.   She   specializes   in  

the   field   of   exceptional   education,   and   has   worked   with   individuals   with   disabilities   for  

over   20   years.   Laura   has   served   as   a   program   director   at   an   agency   for   adults   with  

disabilities   as   a   special   education   teacher,   home-bound   educator,   tutor   and   an  

educational   consultant.   She   works   with   students,   families   and   colleagues   to   develop  

IEP   plans   that   meet   the   unique   needs   of   her   students.   Laura   currently   works   for   the  

University   of   Phoenix   as   a   professor   and   student   teacher   supervisor,   as   well   as   a  

special   education   High   School   educator   at   the   Indiana   Connections   Academy.   Laura,  

welcome.   We're   very   pleased   to   have   you   here   with   us   today   and   I'll   turn   over   the   floor  

to   you.  

 

-   [Laura]   All   right,   thanks.   Hi   everyone,   thank   you   for   joining   me   today   to   discuss   the  

IEP   and   IFSP   process.   I'm   excited   to   share   this   information   with   you.   I   truly   feel   this  

webinar   will   be   invaluable   to   you   as   a   speech   and   language   pathologist.   This  

information   might   be   a   review   for   some   of   you   who   are   currently   working   with   children  

in   an   educational   setting,   but   if   not,   this   webinar   will   provide   you   with   the   topics   and  

resources   needed   and   future   opportunities   within   a   preschool,   or   school-age   setting.  

Well   as   you   now   know   I   am   an   educator   who   specializes   in   working   with   students   and  

families   who   are   needing   additional   support.   

 

Questions   I   typically   get   from   educators   and   related   service   therapists   are   who   qualifies  

for   special   education   services,   how   is   an   IEP   or   IFSP   plan   written,   who   was   involved   in  

those   meetings,   and   how   do   I   write   appropriate   goals?   My   hope   is   that   the   information  

shared   with   you   today   will   clear   up   some   of   the   questions   you   might   have   on   this  

process,   and   help   you   feel   a   bit   more   comfortable   with   taking   an   active   role   as   a  

related   service   personnel,   when   needed.   There   are   three   learning   outcomes   we   will  
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focus   on   today.   Participants   will   be   able   to   list   at   least   five   IDEA   categories   to   qualify  

for   special   services.   Define   at   least   three   key   terms,   commonly   used   during   IFSP   and  

IEP   meetings   and   identify   at   least   four   IFSP   and   IEP   legal   requirements.   So   the   IEP,  

IFSP   process   what   does   this   mean?   Well   an   IEP   is   an   Individualized   Education  

Program.   Although   it   is   sometimes   referred   to   as   an   Individualized   Education   Plan.   An  

IFSP   is   an   Individualized   Family   Service   Plan   and   serves   younger   children   from   infancy  

through   two   years   old.   This   plan   is   valid   until   the   child's   third   birthday.   First,   we   will  

cover   the   Individualized   Family   Service   Plan.   The   IFSP   should   guide   and   support   the  

entire   family   as   the   parents   are   a   vital   part   of   this   process.   

 

The   IFSP   team,   typically   involves   the   parents   service   coordinator   and   various  

specialists   such   as   a   speech   language   pathologists,   OT,   PT.   There   are   a   wide   range   of  

services   that   are   available   for   a   young   child   qualifying   for   an   IFSP.   The   child   might   be  

considered   for   services,   such   as   developmental   therapies,   health   services   and   speech  

services.   The   IFSP   team   will   meet   to   review   the   plan   bi-annually   and   make   revisions  

annually.   Progress   updates   should   be   provided   to   the   family   quarterly.   It   is   important   to  

note   that   parents   are   legally   entitled   to   change   or   even   decline   services   throughout   the  

IFSP   process.   

 

This   is   a   major   difference   with   the   legally   binding   mandatory   programs   at   the   school  

age-level   that   we'll   be   talking   about   today.   So,   an   SLP   could   provide   services   in   the  

home   or   at   a   local   school   or   agency.   So   again,   these   are   younger   children   through  

three   years   old,   that   have   been   identified   for   needing   speech   services   in   your   field.   So  

what   happens   next?   A   child   will   be   reevaluated   before   turning   three   years   old,   to  

determine   if   services   are   still   needed.   If   services   are   needed   to   continue   the   special  

education   teacher   and   specialist   will   meet   with   the   family   to   develop   an   IEP   for   the  

school   system.   In   the   case   of   speech   and   language   therapy   services,   the   same  

therapist   could   continue   working   with   the   child   as   the   student   starts   elementary  

school.   The   continuation   of   service   providers   can   certainly   be   beneficial   to   the   child  
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and   family.   And   as   we've   discussed   it   this   is   a   younger   aged   child,   so   you've   might  

been   with   this   little   child   since   birth,   one,   two   and   so   you've   really   learned   the   ins   and  

outs   of   what's   worked   with   this   child,   you've   gained   a   good   rapport   with   the   family.   So  

if   it's   possible   if   you   can   continue   to   work   with   the   family   throughout   the   next   step   and  

or   help   the   family   transition   into   the   elementary   school   that's   always   really   beneficial.  

So   if   the   child   has   not   previously   qualified   for   services   with   the   IFSP,   they   can   now   be  

evaluated   for   an   Individualized   Education   Program   IEP   under   the   IDEA   law.   Under   the  

Individuals   with   Disabilities   Education   Act,   which   is   the   IDEA,   there   are   13   qualifying  

disability   categories   to   identify   for   special   education   services,   and   to   receive   the   IEP.  

So   as   you   can   see   here,   and   we're   gonna   be   talking   about   these   13   categories   on   the  

next   slides.   

 

There   is   the   autism   spectrum   disorder,   intellectual   disability,   deaf-blindness,   deafness,  

emotional   disturbance   hearing   impairment,   multiple   disabilities,   orthopedic   impairment,  

other   health   impairment,   specific   learning   disability,   speech   or   language   impairment,  

traumatic   brain   injury   and   visual   impairment,   and   that   does   include   blindness.   Within  

the   IDEA   definition,   every   child   has   a   legal   right   to   a   free   appropriate   public   education,  

also   known   as   FAPE.   We   will   spend   a   little   time   elaborating   on   these   13,   IDEA  

categories,   and   how   they   can   relate   to   your   SLP   field.   It   is   important   to   note   that   when  

a   child   is   diagnosed   with   the   disability   category,   the   multidisciplinary   school   team   will  

also   determine   if   the   related   services,   such   as   a   speech   and   language   service   is  

needed.   

 

So   for   this   first   disability   category,   which   is   one   of   the   fastest   IDEA   categories,   Autism  

Spectrum   Disorder.   Students   will   exhibit   a   wide   range   which   is   actually   where   this   word  

spectrum   comes   from   of   characteristics   and   symptoms   in   this   disability   category.  

Expressed   difficulty   with   social   skills   and   communication,   engage   in   excessive  

repetitive   behaviors,   and   typically   diagnosed   at   a   young   age.   For   students   who   are  

non-verbal,   the   SLP   might   use   visuals   or   communication   devices   to   have   the   student  
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express   his   wants   and   needs.   The   SLP   can   help   students   with   autism   spectrum  

disorder,   really   integrate   within   the   school   environment   by   working   on   social  

communication.   The   student   can   work   with   the   SLP   in   the   classroom   or   on   an  

individual   basis.   So   the   SLP   could   stay   in   the   classroom   with   the   student,   pull   them   out  

for   some   individual   time,   or   even   accompany   the   student   to   other   activities   throughout  

the   building,   such   as   lunchtime   or   special   areas.   Another   IDEA   category   is   intellectual  

disability.   This   disability   category   was   previously   referred   to   as   mental   retardation   up  

until   the   year   2010.   Students   typically   have   a   very   limited   intellectual   and   adaptive  

functioning   in   this   disability   category,   where   the   IQ   level   is   below   70.   

 

There   are   four   degrees   of   intellectual   disability   that   a   student   can   qualify   for   with   the  

IEP,   and   it's   mild,   moderate,   severe   and   profound.   Many   modifications   might   be  

needed   for   these   students   as   they   might   not   be   performing   at   the   same   educational  

level   as   their   same   aged   peers.   Students   with   intellectual   disabilities   will   need  

assistance   with   speech   and   language   services,   whether   that   is   with   expressive  

language   or   speech   sounds.   Students   might   also   need   work   with   feeding   and  

swallowing   skills   with   this   disability   category.   So   it   really   just   depends   on   the   level   of  

need   of   the   child   of   what   the   SLP   could   be   working   on.   And   again,   if   within   the  

classroom   or   within   the   school   environment.   

 

Next   is   deaf-blindness.   In   this   category   students   have   a   combination   of   sight   and  

hearing   loss,   and   will   exhibit   some   vision   and   audible   range.   So   there   is   some   vision  

and   audible   range,   in   this   category.   Students   may   need   additional   support   outside   of  

their   school   program   in   this   category   so   with   educational   audiologists,   speech  

pathologists   and   vision   specialists.   And   really   this   can   be   a   team,   working   out   with   a  

team   to   see   what   is   best   for   this   child   in   the   school   environment   and   at   home.   SLPs   will  

typically   work   with   students   in   this   category   to   express   wants   and   needs   using   speech  

and   tactile   representation.   I   had   a   student   previously   who   was   nonverbal,   deaf   and  

blind,   and   we   really   worked   with   her   and   her   family   to   find   certain   objects   that   would  
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help   represent   different   activities   throughout   the   day.   So   for   example,   we   used   a   spoon  

for   lunch,   and   a   toothbrush   for   hygiene   time,   so   that   the   student   was   aware   that   the  

different   tactile   representations   meant   a   transition   throughout   the   day,   and   the  

vocabulary,   really   working   on   that   vocabulary   so   that   the   student   could   express   her  

wants   and   needs   throughout   the   day.   The   next   IDEA   category   would   be   for   a   student  

who   has   a   more   severe   hearing   loss.   This   student   would   qualify   for   the   deafness  

disability   category,   in   this   range   is   more   of   a   severe   and   profound   levels.   Typically  

hearing   loss   is   above   90   decibels   is   considered   deafness.   

 

This   does   not   necessarily   impede   the   cognitive   ability   of   the   child   and   they   are   able   to  

perform   academically   as   their   same-aged   peers,   but   they   are   really   going   to   be  

needing   some   of   the   assistive   technology   and   hearing   devices   to   improve   their  

classroom   experience   and   their   academic   achievements.   It   is   important   for   SLPs   to  

work   with   teachers   on   establishing   communication   and   linguistic   goals   for   the   purpose  

of   reaching   the   child's   developmental   milestones   and   academic   achievement  

compared   to   hearing   peers.   So   if   this   child   is   born   with   deafness,   they   really,   the   SLP  

could   be   working   with   the   family,   the   student,   the   teacher   on   getting   that   baseline   in  

the   linguistic   development,   so   they   can   meet   those   first   milestones.   

 

The   next   category   can   sometimes   be   difficult   to   diagnose   until   a   later   age.   The   IDEA  

defines   emotional   disturbance,   as   a   condition   exhibiting   one   or   more   of   the   following  

characteristics.   Over   a   long   period   of   time   and   to   a   marked   degree   that   adversely  

affects   a   child's   educational   performance.   This   disability   includes   an   inability   to   learn,  

that   cannot   be   explained   by   an   intellectual   sensory   or   health   factor.   An   inability   to   build  

or   maintain   satisfactory   interpersonal   relationships   with   peers   and   teachers.  

Inappropriate   types   of   behavior   and   feelings   under   normal   circumstances,   a   general  

pervasive   mood   of   unhappiness   or   depression,   and   a   tendency   to   develop   physical  

symptoms   or   fears   associated   with   personal   or   school   problems.   Related   services   such  

as   an   SLP   might   not   be   considered   until   the   disability   really   affects   the   child's  
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academic   achievement   and   becomes   more   severe.   SLPs   could   work   with   students   on  

appropriate   social   communication   skills,   and   the   problem-solving   skills.   So,   maybe  

pulling   the   student   out   for   a   little   one-on-one   time   and   working   with   the   student   on  

decision-making   skills,   problem-solving   skills   and   really   how   to   express   themselves  

and   social   situations.   Next   is   when   a   child's   hearing   loss   is   in   the   mild   to   moderate  

levels.   Typically   hearing   is   below   90   decibels   and   this   is   considered   a   hearing  

impairment.   Many   students   can   be   mainstreamed   in   this   disability   category.   They're  

just   going   to   be   needing   different   types   of   technology   devices   such   as   hearing   aids,  

cochlear   implants.   Again   those   speech   therapy   and   assistive   listening   devices   such   as  

an   FM   transmitter   in   the   classroom.   

 

So   the   therapist   could   assist   that   student,   and   teacher   in   the   general   education   setting  

with   these   adaptive   equipments   and   tactile   recognition   as   we   discussed   previously.  

The   IDEA   classifies   a   student   with   multiple   disabilities,   when   there   is   a   combination   of  

more   than   one   disability   category   identified   for   the   child.   This   category   is   typically   listed  

along   with   other   disabilities   in   the   IEP   health   section.   So,   if   you're   not   familiar   with   the  

IEP   which   we   will   take   a   look   at   that   later   today,   you   can   actually   list   more   than   one  

disability   category   on   the   IEP.   And   so   if   a   student   does   have   various   conditions   and  

diagnosis,   there   will   be   the   multiple   disabilities   listed   as   well.   Students   often   need   a  

variety   of   supports   in   all   areas   of   life.   

 

So   these   might   be   students   who   are   functioning   at   a   much   lower   level,   not   performing  

as   their   same-aged   peers   and   really   gonna   need   a   lot   of   assistance   in   the   school  

setting   and   at   home.   SLPs   and   other   related   services   would   be   based   on   the   individual  

needs   of   those   students.   Again   that   team   approach   is   so   important.   Working   with   the  

other   related   service   therapists,   the   teachers,   and   just   finding   out   what   is   truly   needed  

for   these   students.   Students   in   this   category   typically   benefit   from   speech   and  

language   services.   The   SLP,   like   I   said   will   work   with   the   team   to   ensure   that   the  

student   receives   the   needed   adaptive   equipment   and   services   that   the   child   will   need  
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for   the   classroom   setting,   and   just   trying   to   either   maintain   skills   or   have   some   future  

successes.   So   next   up   is   the   orthopedic   impairment   category.   A   student   will   qualify   if  

he   or   she   has   a   severe   orthopedic   impairment   that   does   affect   the   child's   ability   to  

succeed   in   school.   These   impairments   are   caused   by   birth   defects,   illnesses   or   other  

factors,   such   as   injuries.   Typically,   these   students   are   going   to   need   some   type   of  

physical   supports,   communication   supports   are   important   but   this   is   gonna   be   really  

more   for   PTs   and   OTS   to   be   working   on   those   motor   skills.   SLPs   can   assist   the  

students,   possibly   with   technology   supports.   Maybe   helping   the   teacher   with   any   type  

of   adaptive   equipment   in   the   classroom.   

 

Students   might   need   speech   recognition   software,   communication   devices,   or   possibly  

even   an   alternative   keyboard   or   mouse,   so   that   the   student   can   work   alongside   his   or  

her   peers   in   the   classroom.   So   this   next   category   can   be   a   little   bit   tricky   based   on   the  

definition.   This   other   health   impairments   category,   it   is   based   on   chronic   or   acute  

health   problems.   I'm   gonna   go   ahead   and   read   the   definition   but   you   know   if,   again  

that   this   category   is   more   of   a   severe   health   problem.   

 

So   the   IDEA   defines   other   health   impairment   as   having   limited   strength,   vitality   or  

alertness,   including   a   heightened   alertness   to   environmental   stimuli   that   results   in  

limited   alertness,   with   respect   to   the   educational   environment   that   is   due   to   a   chronic  

or   acute   health   problem.   So   as   you   can   see   some   of   the   examples   would   be,   asthma   at  

a   severe   level,   attention   deficit   disorder,   attention   deficit   hyperactivity   disorder,   other  

health   issues   such   as   leukemia,   Tourette   syndrome.   And   again,   that   it's   really   impeding  

the   educational   environment.   Qualification   for   this   disability   category   will   occur   only   if  

health   impairment   severely   impact   the   student's   education.   It   is   important   that   the  

team   identifies   a   child   with   a   health   problem   so   severe   that   this   student   cannot   be  

successful   without   additional   supports   from   special   education   or   related   services.   A  

student   with   OHI   would   benefit   from   speech   and   language   services   to   help   the   child   in  

the   classroom   or   home   setting.   So   this   next   category   specific   learning   disability   is  
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defined   as   a   disorder   in   one   or   more   of   the   basic   psychological   processes   involved   in  

understanding   or   in   using   language   spoken   or   written.   That   may   manifest   itself   in  

imperfect   ability   to   listen,   think,   speak,   read   and   write,   spell   or   to   do   mathematical  

calculations   including   conditions,   such   as   perceptual   disabilities,   brain   injury,   minimal  

brain   dysfunction,   dyslexia   and   developmental   aphasia.   This   disability   category   is  

typically   diagnosed   at   the   elementary   school   level,   'cause   it   would   not   have   been  

identified   early   on   with   the   IFSP.   This   is   really   one   that   will   be   later   on   within   the   child's  

educational   elementary   level.   

 

So   SLPs   can   play   a   big   role   to   encourage   academic   skills,   independence   and  

engagement   in   school   activities   and   in   the   home   setting.   This   next   category   will  

probably   be   the   most   familiar   to   most   of   you,   speech   or   language   impairment.   This   is   a  

communication   disorder   that   adversely   affects   a   child's   ability   to   talk,   understand   and  

read   and   write.   Typically   common   traits   will   emerge   at   a   young   age,   and   early  

intervention   is   key.   Typically   students   with   this   disability   also,   qualified   for   an   IFSP   at   a  

younger   age.   I   think   this   one   is   most   common   for   an   IFSP   because   the   parents   will  

start   noticing   that   their   child   is   not   possibly   speaking   at   a   young   age.   They're  

concerned   with   the   lack   of   vocabulary.   And   so   that   this   category   is   typically   what   we  

see   in   the   IFSP,   and   will   carry   on   to   an   IEP.   

 

So,   for   most   of   you   this   IDEA   category   will   be   the   most   familiar.   It   is   important   for  

families   to   understand   that   all   children   need   some   form   of   communication   to   help   in   the  

school   and   home   environment,   whether   that   be   through   verbalization's,   communication  

devices,   using   visuals   in   the   classroom,   or   even   those   tangible   items   like   we   discussed  

with   the   tactile   representation.   Communication   will   help   the   child   succeed   in   all   areas  

of   life.   Next,   you   will   see   the   traumatic   brain   injury   category.   This   is   often   referred   to   as  

the   TBI.   This   is   when   an   injury   is   caused   to   the   brain   from   an   external   physical   force,  

such   as   falls,   violence   or   vehicle   collision,   hereditary   brain   injuries,   degenerative  

conditions   or   injuries   caused   to   the   brain   by   birth   complications   do   not   fall   in   this  
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category.   Again,   this   category   is   a   child   who   has   experienced   some   type   of   trauma   to  

the   brain.   Students   can   work   with   an   SLP   at   home,   and   in   the   school   to   help   regain  

some   of   those   independent   skills   that   they   might   have   lost   from   the   incident-related  

service.   Therapists   might   even   just   be   working   to   maintain   students   skills   in   the  

academic   setting   or   at   home.   And   lastly   the   13th   IDEA   category   is   visual   impairment.  

The   impairment   in   the   child's   vision   significantly,   isn't   significant   enough   to   impede   the  

educational   performance.   The   student   has   partial   sight   and   blindness   and   assistive  

technology   can   significantly   improve   the   classroom   experience.   A   great   example   I've  

seen   in   classrooms,   is   a   device   called   a   Lightbox   tool,   and   it   really   can   help   classroom  

activities,   brighten   up   a   reading   activity,   or   even   using   blocks   for   mathematical  

expressions.   The   Lightbox   will   just   help   bring   light   and   focus   for   the   student.   

 

The   SLP   can   assist   students   in   the   classroom   setting   with   some   of   these   adapted  

items   sensory   integration.   And   again,   this   is   an   area   where   an   SLP   will   be   working   with  

the   team   in   determining   what's   needed   regarding   communication   for   the   student   with   a  

visual   impairment.   Also   social   development   could   be   challenging   for   students   with   this  

disability   category   since   they   cannot   visualize   the   facial   expressions   or   body   language  

or   context   clues   that   the   students   peers   are   exhibiting,   so   it's   important   for   the   SLP   to  

work   with   other   team   members   to   determine   a   plan   of   action   and   really   group   work  

could   be   beneficial   to   the   student   with   a   visual   impairment.   

 

So   I   know   that   was   a   lot   of   information,   but   it   is   important   for   you   to   understand   who   is  

qualifying   for   these   special   education   services,   whether   that   be   an   IFSP   or   an   IEP.   So  

now   let's   move   on   to   the   individual   education   program,   which   we   discussed   is  

commonly   referred   to   as   an   IEP.   The   IEP   is   a   customized   plan   for   school   aged  

students,   so   three   through   21   years   old   who   qualify   for   special   education   services.   As   I  

pointed   out   previously   the   IFSP   is   in   effect   until   the   child's   third   birthday,   and   then   the  

team   will   determine   whether   an   IEP   is   needed.   Parents   are   legally   obligated   to   be   a  

part   of   all   decision-making   procedures   and   notified   of   all   assessments   taking   place.  
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Quarterly   updates   should   be   provided   but   legally   annual   meetings   are   required.  

Schools   receive   additional   funding   for   all   students   that   qualify   for   IEPs.   And   the   IEP  

team,   it   includes   a   special   education   teacher,   a   general   education   teacher   to   provide  

input   of   what   their   peers   are   working   on   in   the   classroom,   and   then   any   related  

services,   such   as   speech   and   language   services   OT,   PT   are   accountable   for   making  

progress   and   enhancing   student   goals.   And   it's   important   to   note   the   SLPS   will   help  

provide   that   progress   monitoring   data,   and   what   goals   are   needed   for   the   student   with  

an   IEP.   So,   if   a   student   does   not   qualify   for   an   IEP,   I   do   want   to   share   a   little   bit   on   what  

another   option   might   be   for   a   students.   So   if   a   student   has   significant   limitations,   but  

does   not   qualify   for   one   of   those   13   IDEA   categories   that   we   discussed,   the   section  

504   of   the   Rehabilitation   Act   might   be   the   best   option.   And   you   will   commonly   hear   of  

this   plan   as   a   504   plan   in   the   school   system.   

 

This   plan   provides   additional   support   and   is   protected   under   the   Americans   with  

Disabilities   Act,   the   ADA.   There   are   no   legal   requirements   for   a   written   plan   to   be   made,  

or   that   the   parent   doesn't   have   to   be   involved   in   this   plan.   So   the   school,   even   if   the  

parents   do   not   want   to   be   involved   in   the   504   plan,   the   school   can   continue   with   that   in  

helping   provide   some   adaptions   for   the   classroom   and   accommodations.   

 

As   schools   do   not   receive   additional   funding   for   students   with   504   plans,   so   that   you  

know   that   is   important   to   note   that   again   if   the   disability   was   more   severe,   and   they  

were   needing   more   types   of   technology   or   modifications   that   you   know   that   might   be   a  

time   for   a   reevaluation   to   see   if   the   student   could   possibly   get   one   of   those   13   IDEA  

category   diagnosis   and   then   receive   an   IEP   in   the   school.   Students   who   need   minimal  

supports   might   qualify   for   this   plan.   And   the   specific   guidance   under   which   SLP  

services   are   provided   and   a   504   plan   are   based   on   the   state   law.   So   whether   those  

supports   are   minimal   or   more   significant,   it's   really   best   regarding   speech   and  

language   services   to   see   what   is   happening   in   your   own   state,   because   I   have   heard   of  

different   states   and   school   systems   working   with   SLPs   differently   within   the   504   plan.  
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So   I   don't   wanna   give   any   false   information   so   it's   always   best   to   check   with   your   state  

regarding   SLP   services   and   the   504   plan.   So   there   has   been   many   changes   over   the  

years.   So   just   wanna   be   sure   that   you   check   for   your   specific   rules   and   regulations   in  

your   state.   So   that's   just   another   option,   again   if   this   student   does   have   some  

limitations,   but   does   not   yet   qualify   for   one   of   those   13   IDEA   categories.   So   as   you   can  

see   here   there   are   so   many   abbreviations   used   daily   in   the   school   setting,   and   it   can  

truly   be   confusing   and   unclear   to   not   only   parents   but   to   teachers,   therapists   as   well.   I  

have   even   used   several   of   these   terms   today.   And   these   terms   are   sometimes   even  

referred   to   as   the   alphabet   soup.   It   can   be   a   fun   way   to   lighten   up   an   IEP   meeting   or  

when   talking   with   colleagues.   You   can   let   parents   know   you   are   aware   that   some   of  

these   terms   can   be   unclear.   So   it's   important   that   everyone   is   on   the   same   page   for   the  

students.   So   what   are   these   key   terms?   What   do   they   mean?   

 

So   I'll   just   go   through   these   briefly   so   you   might   see   SPED   used   in   documentation  

notes,   which   does   refer   to   special   education.   A   BSP   which   is   behavior   support   plan.  

The   FAPE   is   a   free   appropriate   public   education,   which   is   so   important   because   all  

children   no   matter   what   disability   category,   whether   they   have   an   IEP   or   a   504   plan,   all  

children   are   legally   required   for   free   appropriate   public   education.   EI   is   the   early  

intervention   term   and   you'll   see   this   one   typically,   with   the   IFSP   that   we   were   talking  

about   earlier,   because   early   intervention   is   key   for   those   younger   students.   

 

The   LRE   is   the   least   restrictive   environment.   In   this   term   is   when   determining   the   most  

appropriate   physical   environment   for   the   student.   OT,   occupational   therapy,   PT,  

physical   therapy,   SLP   which   you're   familiar   with   in   the   speech   language   pathologists,  

and   AT,   assistive   technology.   So   I   hope   that   clears   up   some   of   these   terms   you   might  

encounter   in   the   school   setting.   The   abbreviations   can   be   beneficial   when   documenting  

or   taking   notes,   but   it's   important   to   not   overuse   these   terms   or   include   them   in   an  

actual   IEP   plan.   Because   language   using   the   IFSP   or   an   IEP,   should   be   clear   for  

families,   so   you   avoid   any   future   miscommunication.   I've   actually   seen   before   where   a  
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teacher   was   using   one   of   these   abbreviations   and   used   it   incorrectly,   which   does   cause  

confusion   with   the   legal   documents.   So   it's   best   to   always   fill   out   these   terms,   when  

you   are   creating   an   IFSP   or   IEP.   All   right   so,   there   are   many   steps   in   the   IEP   process,  

and   it   typically   begins   when   a   student   is   referred   for   an   evaluation,   unless   the   child  

previously   qualified   for   an   IFSP.   So   we're   gonna   go   through   the   process   a   little   bit   more  

here.   So   this   first   step   the   referral   step.   Students   can   be   referred   by   parents,   healthcare  

professionals,   or   a   member   of   the   special   education   team,   even   as   an   SLP.   If   you   come  

across   the   student   that   you   are   noticing   that   they   are   delayed   or   needing   some  

additional   services,   you   can   help   start   that   referral   step   in   the   evaluation   or   in   the   next  

step   will   be   the   evaluation   step.   

 

So   during   the   evaluation,   many   evaluation   tools   can   be   used,   such   as   observations,  

data,   tracking   or   professional   assessments   from   a   psychologist,   speech   therapist   or  

school   counselor.   So   first   the   referral   then   the   evaluation.   And   again,   it   is   important   to  

note   that   parental   permission   must   be   gathered   for   all   assessments   given.   So,   this   is  

very   important   because   these   are   legal   documents,   these   assessments,   must   be,   you  

must   get   that   parental   permission.   

 

Now   there   are   situations   where   the   parent   does   not   give   permission,   and   then   it   can   go  

to   mediation   or   due   process,   if   you   do   believe   that   these   steps   are   the   right   thing   and  

you're   advocating   for   the   student.   But   for   the   most   part   the   parents   will   agree,   and   you  

can   move   on   with   the   evaluation.   So   then   the   eligibility   step   is   if   the   student   is   eligible  

for   special   education   services,   then   that's   really   when   the   IEP   process   begins.   So  

remember,   that   you   get   permission   for   the   assessment.   I   just,   I   keep   saying   it   but   we've  

had   situations   before   where   an   SLP   or   even   a   school   counselor   or   a   teacher   starts   with  

an   assessment   doesn't   have   that   permission.   So,   just   please   be   sure   to   always   get   that  

written   consent   before   any   assessments   are   given.   So   now   the   development   of   the   IEP.  

The   IEP   team   will   start   collaborating   to   develop   that   plan.   The   IEP   plan   must   be  

created   within   30   days   from   the   eligibility   determination.   So   you   do   have   a   30   day  
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window   to   start   with   the   IEP   plan.   The   IEP   meeting.   The   teacher   will   set   a   meeting   date  

with   the   parents.   It's   best   to   work   with   the   parents   who   can   get   a   date   that   works   for  

everyone.   It   is   also   requirement   to   notify   the   parents   at   least   two   times   prior   to   the  

meeting   date.   So   whether   that's   by   phone   calls   or   notes   home,   we   want   the   parents   to  

be   there.   So   we   like   to   send   at   least   two   reminders   to   the   parents,   and   that   is   part   of  

the   process.   It's   important   to   note   that   the   IEP   plan   is   a   rough   draft   until   the   meeting   is  

complete   and   that   the   changes   from   the   meeting   are   made,   and   that   the   parents   have  

agreed   to   what   was   discussed   at   the   meeting.   Meetings   can   be   held   by   phone   with  

parental   permission,   but   it's   really   not   recommended   unless   it's   necessary,   because  

you   know   that   face-to-face   time   does   help   build   a   rapport,   and   it   helps   keep   everyone  

on   the   same   page.   Related   services   such   as   SLPs   will   be   determined   during   the  

meeting.   

 

So   any   kind   of   speech   and   language   therapy,   will   be   determined   at   that   initial   meeting  

or   at   each   annual   meeting   to   see   if   services   are   still   needed.   I've   had   a   lot   of   situations  

where   we've   decreased   time   for   speech   services,   because   the   student   is   meeting  

those   goals   and   the   SLP   has   determined   that   they   don't   need   as   many   hours   for   the  

services,   or   sometimes   even   go   to   just   a   consultation   with   SLP.   But   then   there   are  

those   situations   as   well   that   the   SLP   has   decided   that   the   student   actually   needs   more  

time   with   the   student,   and   they   can   increase   that   time   annually   as   well.   So   the  

implementation   part   happens   after   the   meeting.   

 

This   is   when   the   meeting   has   commenced   and   the   needed   supports   are   gonna   be  

starting   to   be   put   in   place   for   the   student.   And   it's   really   where   you   really   start   seeing  

that   plan   take   action.   So   as   an   SLP,   you   will   be   responsible   for   providing   any   present  

levels,   progress   notes,   any   documentation   and   annual   goals.   Sometimes   SLPs   have  

access   to   the   IEP   system,   but   in   some   areas   they   do   not.   So   they   can   just   provide   that  

information   to   the   teacher   and   the   teacher   can   input   it   in   the   IEP   plan.   So   next   the  

responsible   parties   will   start   that   implementation   process   and   the   IEP   goals   and   the  
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needed   accommodations   will   begin.   Student   progress   is   measured   and   evaluated  

based   on   the   determined   timeline   set   in   the   IEP   plan.   The   IEP   team   should   review  

those   goals   quarterly   and   provide   updates   to   the   parents.   The   IEP   plan   is   reviewed   and  

revised   annually.   That   is   a   legal   requirement,   to   be   sure   that   the   meeting   takes   place  

each   year.   The   student   should   be   reevaluated   every   three   years   to   determine   if  

services,   or   environments   need   revision.   So   for   example,   if   a   student   is   in   a  

self-contained   classroom.   You   know,   it's   best   to   reevaluate   every   three   years   to   see   if  

maybe   that   setting   can   be   changed   to   just   a   pull   out   to   the   self-contained   classroom  

for   a   few   hours   a   day   but   maybe   they   could   be   included   a   bit   more   within   the   general  

education   population.   

 

All   righty,   so   next   up   we   have   the   legal   requirements.   And   I've   mentioned   the   word  

legal   several   times   today.   And   it's   so   important   that   all   teachers   and   related   service  

providers   understand   that   this   whole   process   is   really   much   bigger   than   just   classroom  

interventions.   The   IEP   and   IFSP   are   legal   documents.   The   Individuals   with   Disability  

Education   Act   as   we   talked   about   before   the   IDEA   is   a   federal   law   to   provide   rights   to  

students   with   disabilities.   

 

The   IEP   plan   is   a   legally   binding   document   that   is   mandated   by   the   IDEA.   So   and   again  

as   we   discussed   before   with   that   504   plan   that   is   through   the   ADA,   but   this   is   through  

the   IDEA,   so   it's   important,   difference   there.   The   IEP   must   be   followed   by   all   parties  

involved   or   legal   ramifications   could   take   place.   It's   important   that   all   members   of   the  

IEP   team,   including   any   school   staff,   all   related   services,   whether   that's   OT,   PT   speech  

and   language   therapists   that   they're   all   responsible   for   following   the   plan   exactly   as   it's  

written.   And   so   an   example   of   this   would   be   if   the   child   for   example   had   an  

accommodation   for   a   test,   providing   additional   time.   If   that   child   is   not   provided   that  

additional   time   on   the   test,   that   really   could   result   in   a   legal   ramification   for   the   teacher  

and   the   school   system,   because   that   they   did   not   provide   the   appropriate  

accommodation.   So,   again,   it's   always   important   to   include   everything   that   is   needed  

15  
 



 
 

to   say   about   the   student   in   the   IEP.   I   would   say   more   is   better   because   everything   that  

you   would   want   to   put   in   there   it   does   make   that   a   legal   binding   document,   makes   it  

where   that   everyone,   whether   even   the   student   moves,   even   if   the   student   moves   out  

of   the   school   system   or   out   of   the   state   that   next   school   will   need   to   follow   that   plan,  

and   then   they   will   then   also   meet   together   to   go   over   the   accommodations   that   were  

listed.   Okay   so,   again,   the   legal   requirements   here   under   the   IDEA,   their   purpose   is  

stated   as   to   ensure   that   all   children   with   disabilities   have   available   to   them   that   free  

appropriate   public   education   that   emphasizes   special   education   and   related   services  

designed   to   meet   their   unique   needs   and   prepare   them   for   further   education,  

employment,   and   independent   living.   To   ensure   that   rates   of   children   with   disabilities  

and   their   parents   are   protected.   

 

To   assist   states   localities   and   educational   service   agencies   and   federal   agencies   to  

provide   for   the   education   of   all   children   with   disabilities.   And   lastly   to   assess   and  

ensure   the   effectiveness   of   efforts   to   educate   children   with   disabilities.   So,   just   again  

really   wanted   to   point   this   out   because   this   is   a   legal   requirement,   and   want   you   to   all  

really   be   familiar   with   this   information.   So   now   let's   take   a   look   at   the   plan,   discuss   that  

a   bit   more   as   we   conclude   our   webinar   today.   There   are   four   sections   I   feel   are   the  

most   important   to   discuss,   being   the   present   levels,   goals,   related   services   and   the  

accommodations   and   modifications.   

 

In   this   section,   it   is   important   to   showcase   the   student   and   include   lots   of   positives.  

This   is   a   great   way   to   gain   that   rapport   with   the   student   and   family   and   of   course  

everyone   wants   to   hear   all   the   wonderful   things   that   the   students   doing   in   school.   So  

positives   are   important.   I   often   tell   teachers   to   use   the   sandwich   method,   giving   a  

positive   first,   then   giving   more   of   the,   the   meat,   which   of   the   sandwich   which   is   could  

be   the   concerns,   possibly   the   behaviors   that   are   the   students   been   portraying   or   test  

scores   and   then   finished   up   the   present   levels   section   with   other   positives,   or   even  

hopeful   recommendations,   moving   forward.   And   again   the   SLP   will   provide   information  
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for   this   section   as   well   in   the   present   levels.   Okay   the   annual   goals,   it's   important   to  

make   this   section,   when   you're   writing   goals   to   be   SMART,   which   means   Specific,  

Measurable,   Attainable,   Realistic   and   Timely.   And   it's   important   to   under   the   specific   to  

name   the   skill   and   subject   that   is   targeted.   Ask   yourself   what   do   you   want   to  

accomplish   when   you're   talking   about   the   goal.   Measurable,   state   how   the   students  

progress   will   be   measured.   Attainable,   the   goal   should   be   realistic   to   the   student.   And  

realistic,   the   goal   should   address   the   unique   needs   of   the   student   and   you   really   want  

to   be   realistic   and   relevant.   And   Timely,   it's   important   to   include   a   timeframe.   That's  

typically   the   one   year   that   the   IEP   is   valid   excuse   me,   because   the   team   will   be   meeting  

annually.   An   example   of   an   expressive   language   goal   for   example   for   an   SLP,   when  

presented   with   a   targeted   picture,   the   student   will   accurately   label   the   picture   with   no  

more   than   two   verbal   or   visual   prompts   with   80%   accuracy,   or   better   over   three  

consecutive   sessions.   

 

So,   in   that   example   you've   talked   about   what   you   want   the   student   to   attain.   Is   it  

realistic,   yes.   Timely,   we   know   that   it's   gonna   be   an   annual   goal,   that   were   going   to  

take   data   over   three   consecutive   sessions,   and   we   want   it   to   be   measurable   with   that  

80%   accuracy.   The   related   services   are   any   extra   services   the   student   is   receiving   at  

school,   such   as   physical   therapy,   speech   therapy   and   occupational   therapy.   This   could  

also   include   transportation,   counseling,   or   even   social   work   services.   And   lastly,   here  

are   the   accommodations   and   modifications.   Sometimes   these   words,   terms   are  

confused   but   did   want   to   just   point   out   that   a   modification   is   a   change   to   what   is   being  

taught,   or   what   is   expected   from   the   student   and   a   an   accommodation   is   more   of   a  

change   that   helps   the   student   overcome   or   work   around   the   disability   or   learning  

challenge.   So   accommodation,   the   student   could   be   in   the   general   education  

classroom,   and   they've   provided   assistive   technology   for   example.   A   modification   is  

gonna   be   a   more   severe   change,   such   as   providing   additional,   or   decreasing   the   work.  

Okay,   so   I'd   like   to   now   take   a   few   minutes   to   show   you   a   blank   IEP   sample.   This   one  

is   IEP   from   Indiana,   but   you   will   have   your   individual   plans   systems   at   your   school  
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system,   so   it's   best   to   take   a   look   at   the   IEP   in   your   state,   in   your   school   but   I   did   just  

want   to   share   what   it   looks   like   here   from   Indiana.   Okay   so   here   as   you   can   see   where  

this   is   the...   where   we're   gonna   put   the   students   basic   information   here   on   top.   The  

effective   dates   of   the   plan   and   again   that   is   an   annual   plan,   so   those   dates   should  

represent   one   year.   Okay,   so   again   the   information   for   the   student.   This   area   we're  

gonna   discuss   what   type   of   plan   this   is.   Typically   you'll   see   more   of   the   annuals   here,  

but   this   could   be   a   revision,   or   even   initial   evaluation.   So   if   the   students   never   had   a  

plan   before.   Let's   see   here.   It's   gonna   go   to   our   next   screen.   Okay.   Sorry   about   that.  

Okay,   here   we   go.   So   we   do   want   to   point   out   the   section   the   strengths   of   the   student.  

This   is   where   the   present   levels   we   can   put   this   in   this   section   here.   You   know   again  

the   SLP   will   help   provide   some   of   that   information.   

 

Any   progress   monitoring   data,   that's   going   to   be   your   data   collection   on   the   goal   itself.  

And   so   that's   important   to   be,   so   for   that   example   we   gave   previously   on   the   80%  

accuracy   with   the   student   with   the   targeted   picture,   that   example   we   gave.   So,   when  

you   do   collect   that   data   over   three   consecutive   sessions,   you   will   be   including   some   of  

that   information   what   you   saw   here   in   that   progress   monitoring   data   section.   Also  

here's   a   good   this   section   here   will   be   for   some   parents   input   the   concerns   of   the  

parent.   Here,   the   eligibility   section,   and   as   you   can   see   there's   those   13   IDEA  

categories.   

 

This   plan   is   a   PDF   that   is   from   Indiana.   We   do   use   an   online   system,   so   this   isn't   the  

current,   but   I   did   just   wanna   show   you   a   PDF.   So,   this   one   has   the   developmental  

delay.   That   one's   not   typically   shown   on   a   lot   of   IEPs.   But   if   a   student   does   come   in  

with   the   IFSP   they   might   have   this   section   marked   first,   but   then   we'll   transition   into  

one   of   these   other   disability   categories   but   there's   all   those   IDEA   categories   we  

discussed   earlier.   Okay,   so   if   we   move   down   here   and   here's   some   behaviors.   This  

section   is   for   transition,   so   I'm   just   gonna   skip   over   that.   Here's   some   more  

assessment   data.   I   did   wanna   go   down   to   the   goals   section   on   page   six   here.   So  
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here's   the   goals   that   we   were   discussing.   And,   again,   speech   and   language   services  

will   have   their   own   goal.   If   a   student   is   needing   speech   and   language   services   they   will  

have   a   goal   in   the   IEP   plan   so   it   is   good   to   get   comfortable   with   writing   those   SMART  

goals.   All   righty   so   again,   one   more   section   I   did   wanna   quickly   show   you   here   on   page  

nine.   Just   going   down   through   here,   okay   here   we   go   real   quick   I   want   to   show   you,  

related   services,   that   is   where   the   speech   and   language   services   will   be   listed   along  

with   possibly   OT   or   PT,   even   health   services,   if   the   students   needing   frequent   health  

service,   that   can   be   listed   here   in   this   section   as   well.   All   right,   I'm   gonna   stop   sharing  

that.   That   was   just   a   brief   overview   but   did   want   you   to   have   that   information.   If   you   do  

have   any   questions   regarding   this   IEP   that   I   showed   you   or   the   one   in   your   state   please  

let   me   know,   I'm   always   open   to   to   questions.   

 

All   righty.   Okay,   so   what   must   be   included?   Again   the   duration   of   time,   the   student   is  

going   to   be   spending   with   general   education   peers,   any   state   and   district   testing  

accommodations.   I   quickly   went   through   that   here   in   Indiana.   We   do   have   the   I   AM   and  

ILEARN,   but   that   does   base   on   your   state.   Approximate   timelines   of   services,   again  

that   they   receive   speech   daily,   monthly,   is   on   consult   that   will   be   needed   to   be   listed  

there   in   the   IEP.   And   any   other   considerations,   such   as   students   over   14   years   old   will  

need   to   start   talking   about   transitions.   

 

What   does   it   look   like   after   high   school?   Does   a   student   need   any   extended   school  

year   services   over   the   summer?   And   non-academic   services,   can   the   student  

participate   in   PE   or   after   school   activities.   And   transportation,   does   the   student   need   a  

special   bus   to   ride,   any   type   of   harness,   for   the   student   to   transport   safely   to   and   from.  

Okay,   so   are   we,   oops   let's   hold   on,   here   required   IEP   team   members.   We   have   the  

family,   and   also   even   student   if   appropriate.   Sometimes   I   like   to   have   my   students  

really   be   active   role,   take   an   active   role   in   their   IEP   plans   because   at   the   end   of   the   day  

it   is   about   the   student   and   it's   important   that   they   can   self   advocate   for   themselves.  

The   general   education   teacher   because   we   want   to   hear   how   same-aged   peers   are  
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performing   in   the   classroom   setting.   Of   course   a   special   education   teacher,   we   need  

the   input   from   those   specialized   services,   an   administrator   must   be   there,   and   then   any  

type   of   additional   providers   such   as   SLPs,   PT,   OT,   vision,   hearing,   or   nurse.   Okay,   so  

the   meeting   objectives   is   again   afford   to   advocate   for   the   student.   If   the   student   can,  

you   know,   take   part   in   the   meeting,   that's   great.   I've   had   some   students   that   it   causes  

anxiety   so   it's   you   decided   that   it's   best   for   the   student   to   not   be   in   attendance.   That  

again   is   a   team   decision,   parent   decision   whether   they   would   want   the   students   to   be  

in   attendance   for   the   meeting.   Teamwork,   it   is   just   so   important   to   all   be   on   the   same  

page   for   the   student   that   can   be   challenging   at   times   as   we   all   know   working   with   other  

colleagues   that   don't   maybe   see   eye-to-eye   with   you   but   it   is   important   to   to   maybe,  

work   through   some   of   that   outside   the   meeting   time   so   that   when   you   are   with   the  

parents   sitting   together   everyone   can   be   on   the   same   page.   

 

Parental   input,   it's   so   important   to   get   that   the   parent   information,   because   you   know  

ultimately   the   parents   know   the   student   better   than   anyone.   So   we   really   want   to   hear  

what   the   parents   have   to   say   that's   why   there   is   actually   that   section   that   is   mandatory  

to   complete   on   the   IEP,   that   parent   concern   section.   So   we   need   to   have   that   parent  

input   any   concerns   or   questions   they   might   have.   Okay,   the   child   first   language.   This   is  

important   to   focus   on   the   child,   and   not   the   disability,   when   talking   to   others.   For  

example,   it's   more   appropriate   to   say,   "Alex   who   has   autism   spectrum   disorder   "and  

he's   in   that   class   over   there,"   or   instead   of   saying,   "The   autistic   kid   in   that   class."   

 

That   can   be   very   degrading   and   not   giving   the   student,   the   dignity   he   or   she   deserves.  

So   I   do   like   to   always   point   that   out   to   other   educators   and   related   services   because  

that's   an   important   thing   to   be   sure   you're   using   in   front   of   the   parents   or   with  

colleagues   and   really   anytime   a   child   first   language.   Being   prepared   and   organized,  

make   sure   that   you   come   to   the   meeting   ready   to   go,   have   all   that   documentation   with  

you,   have   the   notes   you   want   to   share   with   the   parents   and   again   that   sandwich  

approach   is   best.   Share   those   positives,   then   you   can   share   the   concerns   that   you  
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might   have   and   then   end   your   section   of   IEP   with   more   positive   because,   ultimately,   we  

want   the   parents   and   child   to   feel   comfortable   and   included   in   this   process.   Stay   calm  

and   unbiased   again   that   teamwork,   we   want   to   be   sure   this   is   a   positive   experience   for  

the   family,   especially   those   who   are   just   starting   out,   that   you   know   this   might   be   their  

first   IEP   ever,   and   we   don't   want   them   to   feel   overwhelmed,   it   can   be   an   emotional   time  

as   well.   If   a   student   is   just   getting,   evaluated   for   the   first   time   for   services   that   can   be  

emotional   for   the   family.   So,   keep   in   mind   that   and   you   know   be   sensitive   to   the  

parents   and   student.   So   key   takeaways   today,   I   can't   believe   we're   to   the   end.   But   I   do  

wanna   go   over   just   a   few   of   the   key   takeaways   today   from   this   webinar.   So   again,  

please   remember   plans   should   always   be   unique   and   individualized.   This   is   not   a   one  

size   fits   all   model,   each   plan   should   be   written   specifically   for   an   individual   student.   So  

we   should   not   be   using   the   same   information   on   different   IEPs   with   different   students  

that   really   take   the   time   to   really   think   about   the   student   that   you're   working   with.   

 

What   kind   of   progress   has   that   student   made,   and   what   kind   of   recommendations   you  

have   for   the   future.   Again   the   IFSP   is   infancy   through   two   years   old.   So   at   three   years  

old,   is   when   the   team   will   meet   to   determine   if   the   plan   is   still   needed.   Does   the   student  

need   reevaluated?   Does   the   student   needs   services,   continuing   through   into   the  

elementary   level?   And   again,   the   students   should   be   reevaluated   every   three   years   up  

until   they're   done   with   school,   through   their   21st   birthday.   Potentially   will   be   a   lot   of  

revaluations   over   the   years.   And   that's   okay   but   we   wanna   make   sure   that   services   are  

always   appropriate.   There   are   13   IDEA   categories   that   we   looked   over   today,   you   saw  

those   right   there   on   the   IEP.   And   so   just   become   familiar   with   those   as   you   work   with  

students   in   the   school   setting.   And   we   discuss   the   IEP   versus   the   504   plan.   Really,   the  

difference   between   these   are   with   the   IDEA   and   then   the   ADA   is   representing   the   504  

plan   and   state   funding   really   has   a   part   to   do   with   this   process   and   these   sections.  

Okay,   so   again   we   went   over   all   of   those   abbreviations.   It's   always   important   to   have  

that   clear   language,   it   does   avoid   any   miscommunication.   And   we   want   again,   the  

parents   to   feel   comfortable   so   be   careful   with   jargon,   whether   that's   in   the   SLP   field   or  
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the   education   field   we   want   parents   to   feel   comfortable   and   knowledgeable   of   what's  

going   on   at   the   meeting.   And   lastly   cooperation   and   collaboration   will   make   for   a  

positive   and   more   effective   experience   for   everyone   involved.   So   we   just   want   that  

student   and   those   parents   to   feel   comfortable   again   with   this   process.   And   be   mindful  

of   again   that   this   might   be   an   emotional   time   and   also   celebrate   those   positives.   So  

always   be   the   students   cheerleader   and   definitely   be   sharing   those   positives   that  

you've   seen   throughout   the   school   year.   So,   that   is   all   for   today.   I   do   wanna   leave   you  

with   that   if   you   have   any   questions   please   feel   free   to   contact   me.   This   was   an  

overview.   And   again,   maybe   a   review   for   some   of   you   but   if   you   do   have   any   questions  

or   specific   scenarios,   you'd   like   to   discuss   please,   yeah   just   send   me   a   message.  

Thank   you.  

 

-   [Amy]   Thank   you   so   much,   Laura.   I   wanna   thank   you   for   being   here   today.   It   was   a  

wonderful   overview   of   the   IEP   and   IFSP   process.   So   I   appreciate   you   communicating  

this   information   to   us.   Thanks   to   everybody   who's   participating   in   this   course.   I   will   go  

ahead   and   wrap   up   the   course   here.   Thanks   everyone.  
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