
� If you are viewing this course as a 
recorded course after the live webinar, you 
can use the scroll bar at the bottom of the 
player window to pause and navigate the 
course. 
 

� This handout is for reference only. Non-
essential images have been removed for 
your convenience. Any links included in the 
handout are current at the time of the live 
webinar, but are subject to change and 
may not be current at a later date. 

No part of the materials available through the continued.com site 
may be copied, photocopied, reproduced, translated or reduced to 
any electronic medium or machine-readable form, in whole or in part, 
without prior written consent of continued.com, LLC.  Any other 
reproduction in any form without such written permission is 
prohibited.  All materials contained on this site are protected by 
United States copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, 
transmitted, displayed, published or broadcast without the prior 
written permission of continued.com, LLC.  Users must not access or 
use for any commercial purposes any part of the site or any services 
or materials available through the site. 



Technical issues with the Recording? 
� Clear browser cache using these instructions 
� Switch to another browser 
� Use a hardwired Internet connection 
� Restart your computer/device 
 

Still having issues? 
� Call 800-242-5183 (M-F, 8 AM-8 PM ET) 
� Email customerservice@SpeechPathology.com 
 

 
 

https://www.continued.com/browser-instructions
mailto:customerservice@SpeechPathology.com
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Vanderbilt SLP Journal Club: 
Neurodiversity and Speech-Language 

Pathology - Thinking Differently

Mary Alice Keller, MA, CCC-SLP

Moderated by: 
Amy Hansen, MA, CCC-SLP, Managing Editor, SpeechPathology.com

Need assistance or technical support?

§ Call 800-242-5183

§ Email customerservice@SpeechPathology.com

§ Use the Q&A pod

mailto:customerservice@speechpathology.com
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How to earn CEUs

§ Must be logged in for full time requirement

§ Log in to your account and go to Pending Courses 

§ Must pass 10-question multiple-choice exam with a
score of 80% or higher 
§ Within 7 days for live webinar; within 30 days of registration for   

recorded/text/podcast formats

§ Two opportunities to pass the exam

Neurodiversity and Speech 
Pathology - Thinking Differently
Mary Alice Keller, M.A, CCC-SLP

Vanderbilt University

07/18/19
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Learning Outcomes

§ Define the term neurodiversity.
§ Describe relationship of neurodiversity to the 

disability movement.
§ Identify strategies to improve their clinical practice 

using the concept of neurodiversity.

After this course, participants will be able to: 

Outline
§ Introduction
§ Terminology
§ Neurodiversity
§ History of Autism
§ Clinical Strategies
§ Case Study
§ Questions
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Introduction

Terminology
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Disability

Umbrella term covering impairments, activity 
limitations, and participation restrictions

§ Impairment: problem in body function or 
structure

§ Activity Limitation: difficulty encountered by an 
individual in executing task or action

§ Participation Restriction: problem experienced by 
an individual in involvement in life situations

Disabilities. (2017, October 05). Retrieved from https://www.who.int/topics/disabilities/en/

Models of Disability

§ Medical Model

§ Social Model
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Medical Model

§ Difficulties are the result of the impairment

§ To become less disabled the problem must be 
fixed

Social Model

§ Difficulties are the result of society’s reaction to 
impairment

§ Society should accommodate, accept
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Neurodiversity

What is Neurodiversity? 

§ Judy Singer

§ Disorder vs. Difference

§ Universal Design (school and workplace)
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Neurodiversity and 
Speech Pathology

§ Common diagnoses treated

§ Disorder vs. difference 

§ Diagnosis and treatment

History of Autism
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History of Autism

History of Autism
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Other Communities 
§ Stuttering community
§ Deaf community

Clinical Strategies
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How Does This Affect 
Speech Pathology? 
§ Patient quality of life 
§ Identity language
§ Goal writing
• Recommendations/Referrals

Quality of Life

§ Individual’s understanding of diagnosis

§ Acceptance - self and others

§ Identity - many factors and identities within one 
person

§ Clinician’s rapport with client/family

§ Supporting the whole person
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Identity Language

§ Use person first language

§ Follow others' leads

§ Ask directly

Goal Writing

§ Strengths
§ “What do you do best?”
§ “What is your favorite thing about yourself?” 

§ Areas of concern 

§ Parent/patient input 

§ Transition focused 

§ Solution focused therapy
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Recommendations

§ Consider why you are making recommendation
§ What is the goal? 

§ Is the client/family on the same page? 

§ What is the priority level of the recommendation 
(for client and for therapist)? 

Using the Models of Disability 

§ Be aware

§ Adjust treatment where possible/necessary

§ Discuss with clients when appropriate

§ Remain client-focused
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Case Study

World Health Organization
International Classification of Functioning
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World Health Organization. How to use the ICF: A practical manual for using the International 
Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF). Exposure draft for comment. October 
2013. Geneva: WHO 

World Health Organization. How to use the ICF: A practical manual for using the 
International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF). Exposure draft for 
comment. October 2013. Geneva: WHO 
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World Health Organization. How to use the ICF: A practical manual for using the International 
Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF). Exposure draft for comment. October 
2013. Geneva: WHO 

Case Study 1

Patient S.

5 year old with ASD & language disorder 
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Case Study 2

Patient P. 

17 year old patient with ASD
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Further Reading
§ Baron-Cohen, S. (2019, April 30). The Concept of 

Neurodiversity Is Dividing the Autism Community. Retrieved 
from https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/the-
concept-of-neurodiversity-is-dividing-the-autism-community/

§ Prizant, B., & Fields-Meyer, T. (2015). Uniquely Human. 
London: Souvenir Press.

§ Robison, J. E. (2008). Look me in the eye: My life with 
Asperger's. Random House.

§ Silberman, S. (2016). Neurotribes: The legacy of autism and 
the future of neurodiversity. New York: Avery, an imprint of 
Penguin Random House.
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Further Reading

§ Donaldson, A. L., Krejcha, K., & Mcmillin, A. (2017). A 
Strengths-Based Approach to Autism: Neurodiversity 
and Partnering With the Autism Community. Perspectives 
of the ASHA Special Interest Groups,2(1), 56-68. 
doi:10.1044/persp2.sig1.56

§ Keller, M. A. (2018, April 1). Is This Normal? Retrieved 
from 
https://leader.pubs.asha.org/doi/10.1044/leader.FMP.23
042018.8

Questions


