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If you are viewing this course as a recorded 
course after the live webinar, you can use the 
scroll bar at the bottom of the player window 
to pause and navigate the course.

This handout is for reference only. It may not 
include content identical to the powerpoint. 
Any links included in the handout are current at 
the time of the live webinar, but are subject to 
change and may not be current at a later date.
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Disclosure				

• Financial	disclosures:		I	receive	royalties	from	
the	sale	of	this	book:		The Bridge	of	
Vocabulary

• Non-financial	disclosures:	none

• This	learning	event	focuses	on	the	content	in	
the	above	named	book,	however	information	
on	other	products/approaches	is	included.
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Course	description

• Integrate	evidence-based	practice	into	your	
short,	focused,	high	energy	vocabulary	
exercises	for	K-12	students	

• Increase	the	child’s	acquisition	of	new	words	
in	therapy	and/or	in	the	classroom
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Learner	Outcomes
Participants	will	be	able	to…

1. List	the	four	types	of	
vocabulary.

2. Describe	how	to	apply	the	
size	of	vocabulary	as	a	
measure	of	a	child's	linguistic	
health.

3. Describe	how	to	conduct	
effective	5-15	minute	
vocabulary	exercises	for	
individual	and/or	group	
therapy.

4. 4. (pass	the	quiz!)

10
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Agenda

1. Introduction

2. Four	types	of	vocabulary

3. By	the	numbers…

4. Evidence-based	practices

5. Top	Seven	Strategies

6. Review:		strengthening	linquistic	health

7. Conclusion

Top	7	
Vocabulary
Strategies

11

Vocabulary		(semantics)

• Vocabulary	knowledge	is	
a	preeminent	predictor	of	
success	in	learning	to	
read

• One	of	the	most	visible	
aspects	of	language	
acquisition	in	children

• Sets	high	achieving	
students	apart	from	less	
successful	ones

• Language	is	a	bottomless	
pool of	new	words	for	
children	to	grasp

12
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“The	number	of	words	in	a	child’s	
vocabulary	is	an	indicator	of	his	or	her	

‘linguistic	health’	and	a	factor	in	his	or	her	
ability	to	use	language	in	varied	contexts	
and	for	multiple	purposes.”	(Richgels,	2004,	p.	473).
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Selecting	Effective	EBP	to	increase	
size	and	use	of	vocabulary	words

• Know	the	various	types	of	vocabulary

• Engage	children	with	print	and	books

• Select	specific	words	to	be	taught

• Provide	multiple	exposures	(redundancy)

• Every	word	belongs	to	a	category…

• Get	excited	by	words!!		Talk	about	power!

14
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Four	types	of	vocabulary

• Listening	vocabulary- words	we	hear	and	
understand	when	said	by	others

• Speaking	vocabulary- words	we	use	when

we	speak	easily

• Reading	vocabulary- words	we	understand	
when	we	read	text;	but	rarely	speak

• Writing	vocabulary	– words	we	can	retrieve	
when	we	write	to	express	ourselves

15

Four	Types	in	Two	Segments

• Spoken	Vocabulary
– listening
– speaking
– preschool- lower	elementary	grades

• Written	Vocabulary
– reading
– writing
– upper	elementary	and	high	school

16
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Learn	gradually- link	together
• Associate	what	is	

unknown	(the	written	
word)	with	what	is	
already	known	(the	
spoken	word)

• Seeing,	hearing	and	
rehearsing	is	a	key	feature	
of	direct	vocabulary	
instruction

(Biemiller,	2001;	Graves,	2006)
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By	the	Numbers…
English

Total Words	in	
English	Language

New	words	
added	yearly	
by	typical	
children

#	of	words	of	 a	
typical	6	yr old

Speaking	
Vocabulary

450,000-750,000;
Largest	in	the	
world

3,000-4,000	in	
speaking	and	
reading	vocab-
ularies

6,000 Adults	use		
5,000-10,000	
words	in spkg
vocabulary

Evolved	over	long	
history	of	language	
contacts

Preschoolers	
add	5	new	spkg
words	a	day

Same words	in	
movies,	novels,	
signs,	etc

Memorize,	decode Fifth graders	
write	their	spkg
vocabulary

Spelling	patterns
are	not	1:1

18
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Collections	of	Words	that	
Should	be	Taught

Important	Words Useful Words Interesting
Words

Difficult	Words

stop,	more,	caution,	
hot,	cold, fast,	slow,	
give,	take,	mine,	
yours,	pets	or	
animal	names,	
plants,	prepositions	
(locations	and	
relationships)

numbers,	colors,	
sizes,	feelings,	
food,	names	of	
friends, teachers,	
family	members,	
streets,	clothing,	
school,	address,	

dinosaurs,	cars,	
sports	equipment,	
tools,	insects,	
weather,	books,	
space,	characters	in	
books,	speed,	math	
words,	descriptive	
words

academic	words,	
multi-syllabic
words,	compound	
words,	affixed	
words,	conjunctions	
(except	“and”)

19

Favorite	Word	Lists

• Fry’s	Word	Lists	

• Beck’s	Tiers- 1,2,3	(2014)

• Reading	Teacher’s	Book	of	Lists	(2006)

• Vocabulary	Teacher’s	Book	of	Lists

• Bloom’s	Taxonomy	Words	(2012)

20
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Therapy	Tip	– Personalize	Word	Lists	for	your	
clients/students!

• Melissa’s	Word	List	for	favorite	foods

• Jayad’s Word	List	for	snow-skiing

• Pete’s	Word	List	for	job	duties	at	Target

• Tia’s	Word	List	for	Mr.	Coleman’s	Science	
Room

21

Count	the	words	each	day;	check	off	and	add	new	ones;	keep	
score;	use	pictures;	vary	the	parts	of	speech;	it	all	works!!

22
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Top	7	Strategies	
for	Vocabulary	Development

• Fast-mapping/slow-
mapping

• Explicit	instruction

• Implicit	instruction

• Word	consciousness

• Categorical	understanding

• Redundancy

• Semantic	+	phonological	
cues

23

Let’s	Look	at	Some	Therapy	Tasks

• Five	tasks	that	
incorporate	evidence-
based	practice	in	
vocabulary	
interventions

• Different	ages,	group	
sizes,	materials,	
objectives,	academic	
standards

24
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Vocabulary	Interventions	are	from:

25

#1	Sample	Task	from	
Bridge	of	Vocabulary

Task:	Shape	Outlines,	pg 23

Time:		5	minutes

Group:	individual,	small	group

Materials:	Common	objects	from	list;	
larger	poster	board;	marker	(bar	of	
soap;	can;	block;	crayon;	nail;	penny;	
fork;	large	button;	stamp)

Lay	the	board	flat	on	table.	Trace	the	
objects	one	at	a	time	and	talk	about	
the	shape	and	the	use

• Objective:	Name	common	objects	
and	match	to	the	shape	outlined	
on	board

• Evidence-base:		Connect	a	word	
with	its	referent	in	2	exposures;	
fast	mapping	or	redundancy

• Standard:	 Preschool;	discuss	
words	and	word	meanings	daily	
as	they	are	encountered

26
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#	2	Sample	Task	from	
Bridge	of	Vocabulary

Task:	What’s	It	Like?		pg 44

Time:		10	minutes

Group:	individual,	small	group;	
whole	class

Materials:	Picture	cards;	House	
outline;	scissors,	tape,	pencil

Tape	picture(s)	to	center	of	house;	
surround	with	6	adjectives

• Objective:	Student	will	say/write	
6	appropriate	adjectives	to	
describe	a	pictured	noun.

• Evidence-base:	Word	
consciousness,	awareness,	and	
interest	in	words	(adjectives)	
increases	the	speed	of	learning	
specific	words

• Standard:	3rd grade.	Describe	
people,	places,	things,	location,	
size,	color,	shape	and	action

29
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#3	Sample	Task	from	
Bridge	of	Vocabulary

Task:	You	Define	It		pg 68

Time:		10	minutes

Group:	individual

Materials:	Student	Work	Sheet;	
additional	words

Write	the	word	with	a	student-
friendly	definition

• Objective:	Student	will	read	
target	vocabulary	word,	2	
correct	samples	and	1	
incorrect	one;	create	a	student	
friendly	definition

• Evidence-base:	Derive	word	
meaning	from	context	clues;	
redundancy;	implicit	learning

• Standard:	 6th Use	context	
clues	to	decode	and	
understand	during	reading

32



1/26/2017

17

33

34



1/26/2017

18

#4	Sample	Task	from	
Bridge	of	Vocabulary

Task:	Cinquains pg 99

Time:		15	minutes

Group:	small	group;	class

Materials:	Sample	cinquains;	
whiteboards;	textbook

Discuss,	then	write	a	group	
cinquain or	one	with	a	partner,	
read	aloud

• Objective:	Write	a	5	line,	non	
rhyming	poem	using	specific	
parts	of	speech.	Read	aloud.

• Evidence-base:	Play	with	
words;	create	interest;	locate	
power;	word	consciousness

• Standard:	 8th; Select	a	focus,	
structure,	format,	length,	
point	of	view,	and	audience	for	
vocabulary	requirements	

35
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Sample	Cinquains

Line	1:	one	word	title/topic

Line	2:	Two	adjectives	to	
describe	the	title

Line	3:	Three	verbs	related	to	
the	title

Line	4:	Four	word	sentence	
about	feeling	or	experience	

related	to	title

Line	5:	One	word	synonym	for	
the	title

Corn

Hard,	yellow

Eating,	scraping,	sewing

Wear	Native	American	
Clothes

Succotash

38
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Sample	Cinquains

1- title	(noun)

2- adjectives

3- verbs

4-word	sentence	about	it

1	word	synonym

Football

Cold,	soggy

Running,	throwing,	
tackling

Don’t	get	a	concussion!

Pig-skin

39

Sample	Cinquains

1-title

2- adjectives

3- verbs

4-word	sentence	about	it

1	word	synonym

Coal

40
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Sample	Cinquains

1-title

2- adjectives

3- verbs

4-word	sentence	about	it

1	word	synonym

Fraction

41

#5	Sample	Task	from	
Bridge	of	Vocabulary

Task:	Three	of	a	Kind		pg 109

Time:		10	minutes

Group:	individual,	small	group;	
class

Materials:		Student	work	sheet	
with	10	words	needing	category	
matches;	homework	page

Discuss,	prompt;	do	twice;	use	
cues;	assign	homework	page

• Objective:	When	presented	
with	category	name,	student	
will	add	3	words	that	fit

• Evidence-base:	Find	words	in	a	
category;	semantic	&	
phonological	cues;	concept	
knowledge;	fast	mapping

• Standard:	 10th; Develop	
thinking	and	language	skills	
from	how	words	sound	and	
look
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Strengthening	Linguistic	Health

• Overall	vocabulary	size
• Periodically	fastmapping
• Word	awareness,	

meaning	and	power
• Learning	implicitly	from	

the	environment/books
• Learning	explicitly	from	

being	directly	taught
• Combining	semantic	and	

phonologic	clues	to	words

45

Conclusions

Integrate	evidence-based	
practice	into	your	short,	
focused,	high	energy	
vocabulary	exercises	for	K-
12	students	

Systematically	increase	
the	number	of	new	words	
used	and learned	in	
therapy
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Top	7	Strategies	
for	Vocabulary	Development

• Fast-mapping/slow-
mapping

• Explicit	instruction

• Implicit	instruction

• Word	consciousness

• Categorical	understanding

• Redundancy

• Semantic	+	phonological	
cues

47
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