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Making Sense of Syllables

Presenter: Jan Wasowicz, Ph.D., CCC-SLP

Moderated by:

Amy Hansen, M.A., CCC-SLP,  Managing Editor, SpeechPathology.com

SpeechPathology.com Expert eSeminar

Need assistance or technical 
support during event?

Please contact 
SpeechPathology.com at 

800-242-5183 
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Earning CEUs

Log in to your account and go to 
Pending Courses under the CEU 
Courses tab.

Must pass 10-question multiple-
choice exam with a score of 80% or 
higher

Two opportunities to pass the exam

Peer Review Process

Interested in Becoming a Peer Reviewer?

APPLY TODAY!

3+ years SLP Professional Experience Required

Contact Amy Natho at anatho@speechpathology.com
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Jan Wasowicz PhD CCC-SLP

Making Sense of Syllables
Effective Word Study Practices for Multi-Syllable Words

 What is word study?
 Leveraging the biological wiring of the brain to more 

effectively teach reading and spelling
 The 5-block, meta-linguistic model of word study
 Linguistic components of multi-syllable words that affect 

encoding and decoding
 Multi-linguistic methods and meta-linguistic strategies 

 for developing syllable and phoneme segmentation skills
 for developing prosodic perception
 for developing use of semantic relationships
 for developing and using mental orthographic images

Today’s Outline
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We learn to read and spell 
through word study.

The Language of 
Reading & Spelling  ►

A systematic way of learning, practicing, and 
applying knowledge about the 
sounds,
letters,
and meanings of words.

(the language constructs of words)

The Language of 
Reading & Spelling  ► What is Word Study?
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“irreplaceable”

The Language of 
Reading & Spelling  ► What is Word Study?

The Language of 
Reading & Spelling ►What is Word Study?

irreplaceable
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Sounds 

Letters 

Meanings

Phonology

Orthography

Semantics

The Language of 
Reading & Spelling  ► What is Word Study?

A systematic way of learning, practicing, and 
applying knowledge about the 
sounds,
letters,
and meanings of words. 

The Language of 
Reading & Spelling  ► What is Word Study?
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Multi-linguistic

Develops knowledge 
and skills about the 
sounds, letters, and 
meanings of words.

The Language of 
Reading & Spelling  ► What is Word Study?

Meta-linguistic

Gets students 
thinking and talking 
about the sounds, 
letters, and meanings
of words; applying 
their knowledge and 
skills.

“There is no such thing as a reading 
(or writing) disability.”

~Andrew Ellis, Neuropsychologist

The Language of 
Reading & Spelling  ► Reading & Writing Disability?
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There are no genes specific to reading and writing (written 
language)
There are no neurological or biological structures specific to 
reading and writing 
Each brain, in each and every one of us, must “re-purpose” 
innate regions of the brain – biologically designed for other 
purposes – and create new circuits / new connections within 
the brain to be able to read and write.

Develop specialization of neurons within the innate structures
Create new connections between innate regions of the brain
Develop automaticity for retrieving representations within the 
structures and efficiency in the connections among the 
structures

The Language of 
Reading & Spelling  ► Reading & Writing Disability?

The Language of 
Reading & Spelling  ► Innate Biological Wiring of Brain

~MaryAnne Wolf, Proust & the Squid

Attention, 
memory, self-
monitoring…
Berninger

Coordination of ideation, 
language processes, 
motor aspects; Berninger
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The Language of 
Reading & Spelling  ► Innate Oral Language System

Listening and speaking

to speech mechanisms

SEMPA

PA

The Language of 
Reading & Spelling  ► Innate Visual & Motor Systems

to vocal cords

Fusiform Gyrus

Seeing and moving

Angular Gyrus

SEMPA

PA
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The Language of 
Reading & Spelling  ► Written Language

Attention, memory, 
self-monitoring…
Berninger

Coordination of 
ideation, language 
processes, motor 
aspects; Berninger

SEMPA

PA

Reading & Writing

OK

The Language of 
Reading & Spelling  ► Reading & Writing Disability

~MaryAnne Wolf, Proust & the Squid

Attention, memory, 
self-monitoring…
Berninger

Coordination of 
ideation, language 
processes, motor 
aspects; Berninger

1. Structural 
flaw

2. Inefficient 
connections

3. Poor 
automaticity

4. Different 
circuit

SEMPA

PA
OK
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PA OK
PA

Current Approach: 
• Leverage the biological wiring 

of the brain; organize 
instruction (in base words) 
based on sound patterns; 
speech-to-print

• Teach and develop awareness 
of all linguistic “pieces” 
throughout grade levels; 
include explicit “meta” 
instruction for reading & 
spelling

• Provide connectionist 
instruction that develops 
efficient, integrated neural 
pathways = reading and 
writing fluency

The Language of 
Reading & Spelling  ► Paradigm Shift

SEM

Executive 
Functioning

Word Study ► Five Block Model

OK

MK

SEM
MOI

PA

 Phonological Awareness  (PA)

 Orthographic Pattern 
Knowledge (OK)

 Morphological Awareness & 
Knowledge (MK)

 Semantic & Vocabulary 
Knowledge (SEM)

 Mental Images of Words
(MOIs, MGRs)

© Learning By Design, Inc.
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PA

SEM

OK
PA

Executive 
Functioning

Word Study ► Five Block Model

MK

MOI

The Language of 
Reading & Spelling  ► Who might struggle?

• Speech/language 
disorder

• Auditory deficit
• Visual deficit
• Attention deficit
• ESL/EF issues
• Low print, low verbal 

home
• Curriculum casualties
• Other…
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PA

SEM

MOI

PA

Making Sense of 
Syllables
Effective Word Study Practices 
for Encoding & Decoding Multi-
Syllable Words

• Segmenting syllables and 
phonemes

• Prosodic perception

• Knowledge and use of 
semantic relationships

• Storage and retrieval mental 
images of words

PA

SEM

MOI

PA
Encoding  Decoding

Making Sense of 
Syllables
Effective Word Study Practices 
for Encoding & Decoding Multi-
Syllable Words

• Speech-to-print

• Multi-linguistic, Connectionist  
approach

• Meta-linguistic approach
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Making Sense of 
Syllables

PA

SEM

MOI

PA

Some factors that affect 
performance:

• Number of phonemes & syllables 
in word/Ability to segment

• Prosodic perception
• Working memory
• Depth of semantic relationships/ 

Semantic knowledge
• Ability to store and retrieve 

mental images of words
• Meta-linguistic skills
• Attention and other executive 

functioning skills

Effective Word Study Practices 
for Encoding & Decoding Multi-
Syllable Words

Making Sense of Syllables► Word Study Activity
Syllable Segmentation

promise

pro mise
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Making Sense of Syllables► Word Study Activity
Phoneme Segmentation

Making Sense of Syllables► Word Study Activity
Phoneme Segmentation
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Making Sense of Syllables► Word Study Activity
Phoneme Segmentation

Making Sense of Syllables► Word Study Activity
Prosodic Perception
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Making Sense of Syllables► Word Study Activity
Semantic Relationships

















irreplaceable

Making Sense of Syllables► Word Study Activity
Mental Orthographic Images



6/13/2014

©2013 Learning By Design, Inc. 
www.learningbydesign.com

18

irreplaceable

Making Sense of Syllables►Word Study Activity

Making Sense of Syllables ► Decoding:
Using Full Cue Analysis

Full cue analysis 
facilitates development 
of mental orthographic 
images for words and 
syllables.

irreplaceable
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rabbit
robot
cabin
rocket

Making Sense of Syllables ► Decoding:
Vowel Flex, Stress Flex & Continuous Voicing Methods

Paradigm Shift: No need 
for knowledge of how to 
divide letters of written 
word.

A FREE online discussion group for educators dedicated to 
improving word study skills.

http://mailman.listserve.com/listmanager/listinfo/spelltalk

Making Sense of Syllables ► Q&A
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